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UM GYMNASTS HOST TRIANGULAR

MISSOULA-The return of two al1-arounders should help make the women's gymnastics
home opener a successful one, said coach Terry Hamilton.
The Grizzlies host Spokane Community College and Eastern Montana College
in a 3:30 p.m. triangular meet, Friday, Jan. 25.
The meet will mark the return of al1-arounders Shawn Leary and Kari
Shepherd, who have been plagued with injuries.
Leary, a freshman from Helena, and Shepherd, a sophomore from Anchorage,
Alaska, have each competed in only two events in the past meets.
Last weekend, Montana finished fourth in the University of Seattle
quadrangular meet.

The University of Oregon topped the field with 131 points.

SCC was second with 119 points, host Seattle finished third with 115, and
Montana followed with 114.05.
Top performers for the Grizzlies, said Hamilton, were Wendy Honchell
and Mercedes Gonzalez.

Honchell chalked up 31.1 points for a third-place

finish in all-around, while Gonzalez' 29.15 points earned eighth in the
standings.
The meet was the best of the year for Gonzalez, a freshman from
Vancouver, Wash. Hamilton said.

"I was really happy with her performance in

al1-around."
This week, said Hamilton, the Grizzlies may be able to turn the tables
on SCC, which defeated Montana by less than five points in Seattle.
(more)

UM GYMNASTS - Add One
"If we hit all our events, we have a chance to beat SCC," said Hamilton.
"We expect the team score to be higher.

We're healthier now."

The women's routines are looking solid now, added Hamilton, who feels
the meet will be an enjoyable one for spectators.

The coach is particularly

enthusiastic about Honchell's routines. "She will throw more difficult tricks
than she has attempted before,"said Hamilton.
The only thing keeping Montana from competing full strength is the
absence of all-arounder Cathy Sowl.

Sowl, also from Anchorage, sprained

her foot and missed the Seattle meet, according to Hamilton.

And although

she will compete on the uneven parallel bars on Friday, her injury will
"make us a little weaker," Hamilton said.
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